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F R IEN D S  F O R  F U N ,  S A FETY ,   
A ND  K N O WL ED G E  

I hope everyone is getting ready for Wing Ding.  
It promises to be a great one.  I just hope the 
morning temps will also cooperate.  There are a 
number of extra circular self guided rides of-
fered.  You can visit the national website and 
navigate to Wing Ding and see the list of   

RIDES LIST: SELF-GUIDED 
 
As many of you also know there are a number of 
changes afoot by GWRRA.  It seems the level 
between the Districts and home office are being 
eliminated.  That level is of course the region 
folks (Region H is Jim Berry and folks).  I am 
sure more information will be offered by home 
office in the near future.  I did see some com-
ments on how will the Couple of the Year pro-
gram might change.  I am sure this will be ad-
dressed during the selection process this year.  
The COY program, from what I understand will 
continue and thrive.   
 
I am guessing there will be a lot of discussion 
about the new structure at Wing Ding.  As I pre-
viously mentioned I am a great proponent of 
change.  Change will always happen.  Your deci-
sion is to accept change or get run over by it.  I 
am not so naive to believe all change is for the 
positive.  I do believe in the long run if change 
has not produced the positive results that were 
hoped for then there will be additional change to 
the change that was introduced.   
 
Personally I am looking forward to seeing every-
one at Wing Ding.  Dawn and I should be back in 
Texas the week before Wing Ding before head-
ing off again to the west coast.   
 
Editor: Tom Sprague 
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Happy Anniversary  
Texas District Members, 

Happy Anniversary you say?  Yes, 
GWRRA is celebrating its 40th anniver-
sary if you  haven’t heard.  This will cul-
minate with a huge blow out at Wing 
Ding in Grapevine  August 29th to Sep-
tember 2nd.  Come on out and join us for 
a great time.  Yes, staying at the Gaylord 
is a little expensive.  But how much is a 
once in a lifetime experience worth.  
Consider this experience as you would in 
celebrating your 40th anniversary to your 
spouse.  Would you not go a little over-
board and splurge more than you would 
on another year?  If you consider staying 
at the Gaylord at another time you would 
spend $350-$400 per night, so the price 
of $159 is a great deal. 

Ok so now we’re here what are we going 
to do?  Region H has the responsibility 
for manning the pre-registration check-in 
table and helping at the GWRRA goodie 
store.  So, take a look at the schedule 
and pick the things you really want to 
participate in then go to the Region H 
website and signup for a time slot to help 
out. 

Texas District is again responsible for the 
bike show on Saturday.  Please consider     
volunteering to help us make this event a 
success.  There will be a volunteer meet-
ing Friday afternoon to plan for Saturday.  

Let’s show everyone how we do things 
is Texas. 

This is the closest Wing Ding has been 
for us in the last 9 years and who 
knows when it will be this close again.  
Let’s take advantage of Wing Ding be-
ing in our home state and show 
GWRRA why everything is bigger in 
TEXAS. 

Hope to see you there, 

See ya ridin’, 

Jim and Alvalin Woodul 
Texas District Directors 

=================================== 
Some Texas History 

 
February 15, 1876 - Present Texas Consti-
tution Adopted  Since Texas gained inde-
pendence from Mexico in 1836, the Texas 
Constitution has undergone five revisions. 
The Constitution of 1876 was the sixth revi-
sion of the document and established the 
foundation for the law still in effect in Texas 
today. The 1875 constitution, in part a reac-
tion to Reconstruction, shortened terms 
and lowered salaries of elected officials, 
decentralized control of public education, 
limited powers of both the legislature and 
governor, and provided biennial legislative 
sessions. The new constitution also created 
the University of Texas and confirmed the 
creation of Texas A&M, setting aside one 
million acres of land for the Permanent Uni-
versity Fund.  

TEXAS DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Jim & Alvalin Woodul 
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On the road traveling around New England. 

Yes, Dawn and I are on the road.  This year is 
the first time we have taken the 4 wheeler in a 
long time.  Fortunate for us we were in the 4 
wheeler because we have seen a lot of rain 
while on the road this year.  Last year we cov-
ered over 11,000 miles on the bike and ran into 
rain only once when coming into Salt Lake City.  
Because of the dry nature of the west we were 
dry before we even got to SLC.   

This year I have noticed a number of cars that 
seem to have just driven off the road.  All we 
came across already had either police, ambu-
lance or wreckers at the scene.   

Seeing these vehicles along side the road 
started me wondering what would cause such 
condition.  Of course I came up with the obvi-
ous answer of drowsy or non attentive drivers.  
I have found new cars are offering alert sys-
tems to rectify folks not paying attention to their 
driving duties or that may be getting sleepy 
while driving.  This of course got me to wonder-
ing how they work.  Well as all of you know, the 
internet is a wonderful way to educate your self 
(unless you use Youtube or Facebook as your 
education tool).  So the following is what I 
found on the internet. 

Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS) 
came about in 2014 when congress passed a 
law mandating rear camera devices be added 
to vehicles by 2018.  As early as 2013 (and 
even before that) auto makers were experi-
menting with ADAS systems. Some of the de-
vices installed are triggered when a vehicle is 
in danger of straying from its lane, these sys-
tems look for the sort of erratic movement typi-
cally associated with an impaired driver. Other 
systems take it a step further by monitoring the 
driver’s eyes and face for signs of drowsiness. 
If the system determines that the driver is hav-

ing trouble staying awake, it can take corrective 
action.  

The most common devices are configured to 
use a front-facing video camera that is 
mounted so that it can track both the left and 
right hand lane markings.  Some of these sys-
tems can also function if only one lane marking 
is visible. By tracking the lane markings, or ex-
amining other inputs, the drivers alert system 
can detect signs of fatigued driving.  Some driv-
ers alert systems use complex algorithms to 
differentiate between intentional movements 
and the sort of drifting and jerky steering typi-
cally associated with a fatigued driver. 

When a drivers alert system detects signs of 
driver fatigue or drowsiness, a number of things 
can happen. Some of these systems provide a 
multi tiered method, which increases in severity 
as time passes. These systems will typically 
start off by sounding some type of buzzer or 
chime and illuminating a light on the dash. If 
the driver stops driving erratically at that point, 
the system will typically shut off the nag light 
and reset itself. However, if the signs of fa-
tigued driving continue, the drivers alert system 
may sound a louder alarm that requires some 
sort of driver interaction to cancel. Some driv-
ers alert systems eventually progress to an 
alarm that can only be cancelled by pulling the 
vehicle over and either opening the driver’s 
door or shutting the engine off.  

I hope you have found the above information 
as interesting as I did. 

 

Tom & Dawn Sprague 

Texas Assistant District Directors 
Newsletter Editor  -  Web Master 
Senior University Trainer 
ITCP Certified Trainer 

TEXAS ASSISTANT DD / EDITOR / WEBMASTER 
Tom & Dawn Sprague 
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Greeting GWRRA Riders! 

Often in life, we make decisions based on the situa-
tions at hand. Those decisions sometimes have un-
intended consequences. Sometimes they are even 
benefits.  

Earlier this year I have made the determination, 
that, in order to better afford my daughter's wedding 
in October, the best way to raise funds would be to 
sell my 2014 F150. It was relatively new, had low 
miles, was in perfect condition, and had enough 
value to pay for the wedding. This was an easy de-
cision, one that was both practical, all while resolv-
ing the financial squeeze. This was not our only 
four-wheel vehicle, so the impact would be minimal. 
Several other friends who decided to make the mo-
torcycle their only mode of transportation supported 
me in my decision.  

A month ago, I finally made the move. For the most 
part this is been an entirely positive situation. I love 
riding my Goldwing, and look forward to riding it 
every single day. The value of the truck has more 
than prepared us for the wedding, and the reduction 
in my car insurance was wonderful. Our consump-
tion of gas has been reduced, saving even more 
money each month.  

The best and biggest benefit however, was my gen-
eral change in attitude. At work, I became more re-
laxed and cheerful regardless of the problems I 
would face that day. A definite boost my morale, the 
positive attitude lent itself to greater creativity, bet-
ter patience, and a sense of calm that let me handle 
stress much better. On the way home, any friction I 
had at work was easier to handle, with my new two-
wheel therapy awaiting me outside in the parking 
lot. 

I know this lifestyle is not for everyone, I know it's 
adding wear and tear on the motorcycle, but I have 
never believed my motorcycle was destined to be a 
showpiece to sit motionless and shiny, for the envy 
of others. I simply like to ride.  

Other difficulties are as you would expect. Texas 
summer weather can be oppressive. I make sure I 
stay hydrated, and as long as I keep moving, for the 
most part, I found the heat to be tolerable. There 
have been days where heavy rain was in the fore-
cast. I will at times need to choose whether to work 
from home or put on that rain suit. Looking forward, 
I can anticipate that this winter there will be days 
where road conditions simply do not allow me to 
ride. I am blessed however, my commuting time is 
not too long, 5 miles and maybe 20 minutes based 
upon traffic, and I have found myself taking longer 
routes to enjoy the scenery and to avoid traffic. 

One of the things I've learned, is to better prepare 
for the ride. Previous to this new life, I was relatively 
disorganized on what I was going to put take with 
me, what I was going to wear, and other minutia, 
while preparing to ride. I needed to make sure I 
continued to perform my T-CLOC procedures, 
keeping the bike in safe working condition at all 
times. I needed to do everything I used to do but do 
it faster and more as a matter of routine. We forget 
how easy it is to just climb in a car turned the key 
and head off to work. Riding means better planning. 

It has been close to a month since I started this. 
Will the fun wear thin when the temperatures reach 
hundred degrees plus? I'm not sure, but right now 
the benefits far outweigh the inconveniences, and I 
get an opportunity to practice the many lessons I've 
learned from friends and from GWRRA training.  

When the wedding is over and the last checks are 
paid, I wonder if my plans include a new four-wheel 
vehicle, or maybe just a new Goldwing! 

In the end, this is what this organization is all about. 
Becoming better riders, enjoying the freedom, dis-
covering our passions, and passing on our knowl-
edge for the benefit of others.  

Ride safely my friends, and ride often  

Dan & Donna Rymarz 
A-K-A (Donna and her husband) 
Texas Assistant District Directors 

TEXAS ASSISTANT DISTRICT DIRECTOR  
Dan & Donna Rymarz 
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TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR  
2017 / 2018 SAL & PHYLIS PESTA 

Texas COY Adventures 

District Staffs are similar to Gardens 
 
Probably few of you have considered that Dis-
trict Fun Life is like a Vegetable Garden, but 
give it a try for a moment.   
 
From this Garden, we reap the bounty of the 
Best of the Best Fall Salad each and every 
year. First we turn the soil - find like-minded rid-
ers interested in sharing information and fellow-
ship. That important first step is followed by 
planting—selecting a place for these folks to 
gather. Next comes watering - encouraging at-
tendance. This has to be done on a regular ba-
sis - just like with nature. It could be in the form 
of phone calls, emails or friendly breakfast 
gatherings. We also need fertilizer - rewards 
and encouragement possibly in the form of 
prizes at Gatherings.  Ever so often our 
“Garden” needs weeding - figuring out what’s 
not working and eliminating / changing it. Pos-
sibly this could be a new meeting place, differ-
ent ride destinations or deciding not to do “the 
ordinary rides” for a while. Sometimes weeding 
can just be talking things out and deciding NOT 
to change / eliminate anything after hearing 
everyone’s opinion. Sometimes the talk is the 
weeding process itself. 
 
The very best part of a “Garden” is Reaping the 
Bounty. Within our District Staff we have the 
very best Garden Ingredients…….Along with 
the basic plants of lettuce, tomatoes, cucum-
bers (the Staff), we are fortunate to have quite 
a variety of additional ingredients like celery, 
onions, peppers (the membership at large). 
When all of our District Members are tossed 
(work together), Texas District Staff Life has 
one of the most amazing results in all of 
GWRRA. 

Come out to the Garden and join us. We would 
love to add you to our District Staff Life Vegeta-
ble Garden. Each of us can pick the step or in-
gredient in which we’d like participate. The 
more ingredients, the more the Fun. We work 
hard. We play harder. Remember, each step in 
having a successful garden is equally impor-
tant. If you’ve got a suggestion for an addition, 
a change or a different ingredient, let a current 
Staff member know…a phone call, an email, a 
note - they all work. Let’s all play our part in the 
District Garden together — and share the 
Bounty of Texas District Staff !! 
 
As Always …… 
Safety, Fun, Adventure !! 
 

Sal & Phylis Pesta 
Texas District Couple of the Year 2017-18 
=================================== 

Special Dates in History 

 

4 October 1876 -- The opening of the Agricul-
tural and Mechanical College of Texas marked 
the state's first venture into public higher edu-
cation. Tuition totaled $10 per semester. 

15 September 1883 -- The University of Texas 
opened its doors in Austin for its inaugural ses-
sion. First courses were offered in the Aca-
demic Department and a Law Department. 

16 May 1888 -- The dedication of the present 
state capitol in Austin ended seven years of 
planning and construction. The building was 
funded with 3,000,000 acres of land in the pan-
handle of Texas. This land deal became know 
as the XIT ranch. This became one of the big-
gest barter land deals in history.  



PAGE 8 TEXAS DISTRICT NEWSLETTER AUGUST 2017 

 

Good Day Texas Riders! 
 
Many of you are familiar with a Bob Dylan tune 
named “The Times They Are a Changing”.  You 
have probably received some information by now 
that GWRRA is about to undergo a substantial 
organizational change to better meet the needs of 
our membership and redirect us to focus on the 
original motto of “Friends for Fun, Safety, and 
Knowledge”.  I would imagine that there will be a 
plethora of articles and information coming to you 
over the next few months, so I won’t belabor the 
issue at this time.  It appears the Rider Education 
Program will evolve into a somewhat different 
looking process, but the goal will remain the same 
– to keep us all safe on the road.  There are still a 
lot of unanswered details, but be assured that I 
will pass the information on to you through your 
Chapter Educators as soon as I receive it.  In the 
meantime – relax, have fun, and practice riding 
safely! 
 
Kathy and I just renewed our motorcycle insur-
ance on our four bikes and it got me to thinking - 
doesn’t it seem odd to pay for something you 
hope you never have to use? With the price of 
today’s motorcycles and the increased cost in 
medical care, although many view insurance as a 
necessary evil, when you need it, you’re really 
glad you have it! 
 
Most riders don’t think about insurance until after 
they’ve had an accident or their bike has been 
stolen, however, nothing gives you more peace of 
mind than knowing you, your passenger, and your 
bike are fully covered in case something happens. 
 
Many riders don’t take the extra time to learn what 
is and is not covered by their insurance policy. 
For example, if you are injured by the guardrail 
that jumped out in front of you, who pays for your 
medical bills and time off work? Most riders ex-
clude Personal Injury Protection from their bike 
policy because most of the time it doubles the 
rate. However, hopefully you have medical or 
hospitalization coverage which would pay for your 
injuries. 

Collision covers the bike if 
you crash it or someone 
else crashes into you.  Com-
prehensive covers the bike if it is stolen, catches 
fire or is damaged in a storm.  Many policies offer 
some type of roadside assistance/towing for a 
nominal fee, but remember that you already have 
this basic coverage through your membership 
through Rescue Plus.  It can also be extended to 
all your vehicles very reasonably. 
 
How many bikes do you see that don’t have some 
type of additional equipment? It's usually not cov-
ered unless you tell your insurance agent to make 
sure it is. Some insurance companies charge you 
a rate per $1,000 of customization. Other compa-
nies charge a flat fee. No matter if you have $10 
or $10,000 of customization, the rate is the same. 
It's always a good idea to document the customi-
zation with pictures and receipts. 
 
It’s also important to have enough liability insur-
ance to protect you from a lawsuit. Make sure it 
includes Guest Passenger liability. Should you be 
involved in an accident where you're determined 
to be at fault, the other party could make you pay 
for injuries and property damage. 
 
When faced with an accident, it is important to 
remember to always write down the names, 
phone numbers, addresses, insurance company 
names and policy numbers of the other parties 
involved. Also write down the names of any wit-
nesses. 
 
Now that you have the right coverage, have fun, 
wear your helmet and keep the shiny side up! 
 

Randy & Kathy Reese 
Texas District Educators 
txed@gwrra-tx.org 
512-744-3635 – Randy cell 
512-848-3144 – Kathy cell 
All The Gear All The Time 
 

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 
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First, I want to thank Randy for his introduction 
last month and the warm welcome that I’ve re-
ceived from all the District Staff. I can only hope 
to continue the progress that Scott has made in 
the Assistant DE role. 
 
As Randy pointed out, my primary focus will be 
in the coordination and furthering of the MFA/
CPR curriculum, so what better first article than 
by answering some of the questions about: 
“Why should I take the First Aid/CPR course”.  
Hopefully, you can use it to prompt members 
into getting trained. 
 
Why should I take first aid  
and CPR training? 
Have you ever faced any situation where you 
see a person injured or suffering from a sudden 
heart attack and you feel helpless as to what to 
do? Someone could possibly be losing their life 
in front of you and you are hesitant to provide 
any help, simply because you either don’t know 
the proper procedures or are afraid that you 
might make things worse? 
 
Luckily, GWRRA offers a remedy for that. By 
taking the short First Aid / CPR course regularly 
you will not only have the knowledge to handle 
these situations until medical personnel arrive, 
but can help calm the nerves and allow you to 
give the care that is needed in the most effi-
cient manner. Knowledge of First Aid is useful 
everywhere, your home, office or on those 
great Chapter rides. I’ve always said, don’t take 
the course for you, take it for me or your loved 
ones. We are the ones that will benefit. 
 
I’ve taken it before,  
why should I take it again? 
Just like taking a riding class on your bike, 
practice under trained supervision will help 
keep your skills sharp and help avoid any hesi-
tation when that “surprise” happens. Regularly 
taking the course gives more confidence that 

you will be actually able to help. I don’t think 
anyone wants to get practice under life threat-
ening circumstances. 
 
The course also undergoes changes, the most 
recent to include AED (Automated External De-
fibrillator) training. 
 
How long is this going to take and  
what’s the cost? 
After long research, GWRRA has determined 
that the Basic Plus curriculum best meets the 
needs of the members. The course lasts for 
about 8 hours, but includes an expanded First 
Aid, CPR and AED curriculum. We are always 
in great company, so the time flies by. 
 
The cost is only $25, which includes the man-
ual for you to take (I keep mine in my first aid 
kit on my bike). The American Red Cross 
charges almost $100 for the same course. 
 
OK, I’m convinced, how do I sign up? 
Contact your Chapter Rider Educator. They will 
contact me to arrange for one of our instructors 
to hold a class for your Chapter or several in 
the same area. 
 
Learn for life - yours! 
Chris Schoenthal 
Texas Assistant District Educator 
==================================== 

Special Dates in History 

 

20 January 1891 -- Based on a campaign plat-
form calling for the regulation of railroads and 
big business, James Hogg took office as the 
first native-born governor of Texas. 

10 January 1901 -- The discovery of "black 
gold" at the Spindletop oil field near Beaumont 
launched Texas into a century of oil explora-
tion, electronics, and manned space travel. 

ASSISTANT RIDER EDUCATOR 
Chris Schoenthal 

Texas District Educators 
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Changes are Coming 
 

By now I suspect that most of you have watched  
our GWRRA president, Anita Alkire, videos on 
the changes coming our way.  If you haven’t, just 
go to youtube and type “National GWRRA” in the 
subject line and they will come right up.  I urge 
you to watch them as soon as you get a chance.   
 
With all changes, there will be some people that 
are total happy, some people that are totally un-
happy but most will be somewhere in between.  I 
tend to be optimistic, so I’ll look for the positive 
in these changes.  So, for this month, I thought it 
was a good time to remind us all of what our 
mission is regarding the motorist awareness pro-
gram.  What follows comes from the GWRRA 
website: 
 

Our Motto... 
"Share the Road!" 

Our Mission... 
"To Facilitate A Reduction In Motorcycle 

Crashes With Other Motor Vehicles." 
The Motorist Awareness Division and Rider Edu-
cation Program, through a Team effort, are com-
mitted to a goal of establishing the safest motor-
cycling environment possible. While Rider Edu-
cation trains and educates motorcycle riders, the 
Motorist Awareness Program (MAP) will focus 
on educating the motorist community. Our pri-
mary goal in motorist awareness will be to re-
duce the number of motorcycle crashes with 
other highway users, a reduction in the loss of 
life, and a reduction in injuries. 
 
A New Era in Motorist Awareness - A Simple 
Plan 
The Motorist Awareness Program of GWRRA, 
through a "Share the Road" campaign will pur-
sue three aspects of motorist awareness. Each 
of these three are supportive of each other:  
 

 Awareness Education - Providing motorists 
with First Class, professional education 
through our certified seminar presentations. 
Our presentations will be developed for a mul-
titude of audiences, educating them to a bet-
ter understanding of motorcyclists, the risks 
involved, a heightened awareness of motorcy-
cle presence and what they as motorists can 
do in the prevention of crashes.  

 "Drive Aware!" Awareness Advertisement - 
Serves as a reminder to motorists that they 
share the road with motorcycles. Reinforced 
reminder to the education aspect.  

 Public Relations - Interaction with the motor-
ing public has the ability to reflect highly on 
GWRRA and to mold public opinion on how 
they view motorcyclists. 

 
Our goal in this area is to build a rapport with 
motorists and leave them with a feeling that mo-
torcyclists are real people who could be their 
friend, neighbor, or even a relative. 
The Motorist Awareness Program has already 
begun working with the Motorcycle Safety Foun-
dation (MSF) and other organizations within the 
motorcycling community. Communications and 
the sharing of information between us and these 
organizations helps build our programs, sets the 
stage for success and benefits the entire motor-
cycling community. 
 
There you have it.  Straight from the horse’s 
month (so to speak).  I don’t know what the re-
sult of all the changes will be for GWRRA or mo-
torist awareness.  But I believe in our mission 
and I’ll continue to work with all our chapters to 
educate the non-riding public.  Thanks for all you 
do. 
 

Scott and Judy Finnell 
TX District, Motorist Awareness Coordinator. 
 

TEXAS DISTRICT ASSITANT RIDER EDUCATOR  
MOTOR AWARNESS COORDINATOR 

Scott & Judy Finnell 
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TEXAS DISTRICT  
MEMBERSHIP ENHNCEMENT COORDINATOR (MEC) 

CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORDINATOR 
Lyle and Sheri Altes  

Hard to believe that it is just a few short weeks 
away for Wing Ding 39 in Grapevine TX.  This 
is building up to be a great event, and to make 
even better it is in our own backyard.  We hope 
that as many of you as possible can attend 
and enjoy this event’s activities and the multi-
tude of vendors.  Please get out there and 
sample everything you can.   
 
We have seen several great ideas for things to 
try and do either up to and during Wing Ding 
from several face book pages we have read.  
These include arranging meet-ups with other 
chapters from within the state and in several 
cases with chapters from other states.  Many 
are meeting up and riding in together to Grape-
vine, a great way to meet old friends and new. 
 
All the Chapter Couples of The Year wear your 
medallions, show off your patches.  You will be 
surprised the number of couples from all over 
the country will come up and introduce them-
selves to you and strike up a conversation.  
We encourage you do the same and learn how 
the program runs elsewhere.  There is much 
we can learn about chapter life in other places.  
This is a great opportunity to not only network, 
but make new friends and share new ideas  
 
Also, don’t forget that Texas’s own Randy & 
Kathy Reese are participating in the Interna-
tional Couple of The Year selection process. 
They have represented their Chapter, Texas 
District, and Region H proudly and deserve our 
showing up and supporting them in their en-
deavor to become the next International Cou-
ple Of the Year.  They have requested please 
wear your Hi-Vis shirts to show your proud 
support of them.  So dig down in your shirts 
and come up with a Hi-Vis shirt to show your 

support.  The Couple Of the Year selection is 
on Tuesday (Aug 29th) afternoon in the Texas 
Ballroom between 1pm and 5pm.  After the se-
lection is completed then enjoy the welcome 
party that starts at 6pm.  
 
We look forward to seeing all of you at Wing 
Ding just remember the end of August we are 
normally looking at some high temps, so stay 
hydrated, and ride safe, and have fun. 
 

Lyle & Sheri Altes 
TX District MEC's & 
Chapter Of The Year Coordinator 
MEC's Make Fun Happen!!! 
 
=================================== 

More Special dates in Texas History 
 

1873 Buffalo Soldiers first posted in Texas 
Black troops in the U.S. Army were stationed 
throughout Texas, the Southwest, and the 
Great Plains. They were given the name 
"Buffalo Soldiers" by Native Americans. Four 
regiments served in Texas: the 9th and 10th 
Cavalry, and campaigns and were responsible 
for a variety of military tasks, including building 
roads and escorting mail parties through the 
frontier. 
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TEXAS DISTRICT TRAINERS 
CLIFF & GILLIAN ALLEN 

Change is coming.  
 
GWRRA National has announced within the 
last week that radical changes will be taking 
place effective from January 1st. The District 
Trainers title is being 
changed from "District 
Trainer" to "District Uni-
versity Coordinator". 
The Region positions 
are being eliminated so 
the direct reports will 
now be our District Di-
rectors and the Director 
of the University. Our 
job description is shown 
below: 
 
District University 
Coordinator 
 
The District University 
Coordinator will assess the training needs in 
the District. They will make the recommenda-
tions if additional ITCP Certified Trainers or 
Certified Instructor Trainers are needed in the 
District. They will gather requests from Chap-
ters of their training request and put joint 
events on with Chapters, where possible, to 
enjoy the training as well as the social event.  
In addition, District University Coordinator will 
work with the District Educator and the District 
Ride Coordinator to plan at least quarterly Edu-
cation events. The Ride Coordinator will create 
the fun of the ride to the destination and the 
District Educator or University Coordinator will 
plan the education program. The event should 
be fun and social with education the theme. 
The District Director will support and the District 
MEP will provide some of the fun activities to 
be included in the day / weekend event.  If the 

District puts on a rally, the University 
Coordinator will work with the Team and 
volunteers to put on a rally focused on fun, 
socialization, rides and education that fits each 
District’s needs. 

 
Essentially our role has-
n't changed, we will still 
continue to work closely 
with the chapters to ac-
commodate all your 
training needs. 
 
Early next month the 
District Team will be 
meeting in Killeen to dis-
cuss the way forward for 
our training days and 
next years rally. It will be 
great to visit with both 
new and old district 
members. One of the 

subjects Gillian and I plan on covering is the 
OCP course. We know many of our chapter of-
ficers have yet to complete their OCP training, 
and with the online  version of the course still 
being upgraded we want to offer at least two 
training days before MWRU in 2018. These 
courses will take a day as they cover about 8 
hours of work. To get ahead can all Chapter 
Directors please let us know how many of their 
team members require this qualification. You 
can contact us at TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 
 

Gillian & Cliff Allen 
TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 
Texas District Trainers 
Tel: 214-886-5798 
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Region H News 
Directors Corner 
JIM & REBA BERRY 

FROM REGION H JUNE NL 

Hello Region H, 
 
First, congrats to Sarah and Bill Watts and their 
KS District Team for a job well done at their 
rally. Lots of fun! 
 
Wing Ding 39 is less than 2 months away. As 
the host Region, we have the great responsibil-
ity and challenge to make sure all our guests 
have a GREAT TIME IN GRAPEVINE! After all, 
we are the ‘H”ospitality Region. You can help by 
going online to our region website 
at www.gwrra-h.org, and clicking on the link to 
the Pre-registration form signup. We need a 
bunch of volunteers. This will absolutely be a 
great experience.  We will be stationed on Level 
1 of the Convention Center which is   also the 
location of the vendors.  We will have plenty of 
seating in air conditioned comfort. We will, in 
effect, be the greeters to all our 
family and friends as they arrive. 
 
Tuesday afternoon and all day Wednesday will 
be very busy days. There could be as many as 
1500 members come through to pick up their 
packets on Tuesday as they will need their arm-
band to get into the food tent at the welcome 
party in downtown Grapevine that evening. 
Then after the opening ceremony on 
Wednesday, we can also expect a large volume 
of registration activity. Please sign up to help 
today. 
 
If you haven’t already registered, we encourage 
you to do so. This is the “Granddaddy” of Wing 
Dings. The 40th anniversary edition. 
 
Have you seen the spotlight section in the latest 
Wing World? This venue looks absolutely 
gorgeous and accommodating.  It is possibly 

the best Wing Ding facility I have seen. Yes, it is 
expensive, but it will be quite a memorable 
event. Remember, it doesn’t cost much more to 
go “First Class.” 
 
We can’t wait to see you there! 
 

Jim & Reba Berry 
Region H Director 

=================================== 
This Month in History 

August 2, 1776 - In Philadelphia, most of the 55 
members of the Continental Congress signed the  
parchment copy of the Declaration of Independ-
ence. 
 
August 2, 1939 - Albert Einstein wrote a letter to 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt concerning the 
possibility of atomic weapons. "A single bomb of 
this type carried by boat and exploded in a port, 
might very well destroy the whole port together 
with some of the surrounding territory." Six years 
later, on August 6, 1945, the first Atomic Bomb, 
developed by the U.S., was dropped on the Japa-
nese port of Hiroshima. 
 
August 2, 1990 - The Iraqi army invaded Kuwait 
amid claims that Kuwait threatened Iraq's eco-
nomic existence by overproducing oil and driving 
prices down on the world market. An Iraqi military 
government was then installed in Kuwait which 
was annexed by Iraq on the claim that Kuwait was 
historically part of Iraq. This resulted in Desert 
Shield, the massive Allied military buildup, and 
later the 100-hour war against Iraq, Desert Storm. 
 
August 5, 1861 - President Abraham Lincoln 
signed into law the first Federal income tax, a 3 
percent tax on incomes over $800, as an emer-
gency wartime measure during the Civil War. 
However, the tax was never actually put into     
effect.. 
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Region H Team 
The Hospitality Region 

REGION DIRECTOR 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
JIM & REBA BERRY 
DIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
NEWSLETTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
ASSISTANT REGION DIRECTOR 
MEC & COY COORDINATOR 
TIM  & BECKY DINNEL 
ADIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
MED@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
 
TREASURER 
CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORD. 
ED AND ANN NAHL 
TREASURER@GWRRA-H.ORG 
CHOYCOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
 
REGION TRAINER 
JACK WAGNER 
TRAINER@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
 
 
 
WEBMASTER, 
SAM BELINOSKI 
WEBMASTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 

 
EVENT COORDINATORS 
STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 
 
 
 
 
 
REGION EDUCATOR 
RICKY & KAREN FRAZIER 
EDUCATOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
 
 
 
VENDOR COORDINATORS 
RUBY SEALE 
VENDOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
 
MOTORIST AWARENESS  
COORDINATORS 
MIKE & BECKY STEVENSON 
MAD@GWRRA-H.ORG 
 
 
 
 
REGION H COUPLE OF THE YEAR 
SARAH & JOHN HOOGENDOORN 
COY@GWRRA-H.ORG 
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Region H Motor Awareness 
Mike & Becky Stevenson 

Safety Is For Life 
From April 2017 Region H  NL 

This past month I have had the pleasure 
of putting on MA seminars in Texas and 
Kansas. After each one, I asked the at-
tendees to be on the lookout for opportu-
nities to have MA events outside of 
GWRRA. MA is all about spreading our 
message to the motoring public. The 
home office in Phoenix still has the MA tri-
folds for distribution so get them while 
supplies last. 
 
Since MA is no longer under Rider Edu-
cation; as district MA coordinators it is 
now more important than ever to take the 
bull by the horns and make those con-
tacts with chapter members and get those 
MA events to Becky and me. Should you 
need any assistance with this, please let 
us know. We are here to help!! 
 
The international team is looking for help 
at Wingding. They have a discussion 
planned about what it takes to put on an 
MA event. Please contact them to see if 
you can help. If you can’t make it to 
Wingding this year, send them some the 
things you and the chapters are doing to 
make the events a success! 
 
Ride Safe, Ride Smartly  
Mike & Becky Stevenson 
Motor Awareness Coordinator 
Region H 

==================================== 

This Month in History 

 
August 4, 1962 - Apartheid opponent Nelson 
Mandela was arrested by security police in 
South Africa. He was then tried and sentenced 
to five years in prison. In 1964, he was placed 
on trial for sabotage, high treason and conspir-
acy to overthrow the government and was sen-
tenced to life in prison.  A worldwide campaign 
to free him began in the 1980s and resulted in 
his release on February 11, 1990, at age 71 
after 27 years in prison. In 1993, Mandela 
shared the Nobel Peace Prize with South Af-
rica's President F.W. de Klerk for their peaceful 
efforts to bring a nonracial democracy to South 
Africa.  In April 1994, black South Africans 
voted for the first time in an election that 
brought Mandela the presidency of South Af-
rica. 
 
August 5, 2011 - Standard & Poor’s credit rat-
ing agency downgraded the United States debt 
from its highest rating of AAA to a lesser AA+ 
rating, marking the first-ever decline of credit 
worthiness for the U.S. The agency cited Amer-
ica’s $14 trillion in outstanding debt and ineffec-
tive political leadership regarding debt reduc-
tion.  
 
August 6, 1945 - The first Atomic Bomb was 
dropped over the center of Hiroshima at 8:15 
a.m., by the American B-29 bomber Enola Gay. 
The bomb detonated about 1,800 ft. above 
ground, killing over 105,000 persons and de-
stroying the city. Another estimated 100,000 
persons later died as a result of radiation ef-
fects. 
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Note from Anita Ackre. 
There is no resort fee when you make your reservations with the Gaylord using the GWRRA code. 
There is a $10/day parking fee in addition to your room.  Now if you stay with friends (or a different 
Hotel), what we have negotiated with the Gaylord is that you can come in the first day and pur-
chase from the Gaylord a parking pass for the 5 days.  It will cost $50 and give you in and out privi-
leges just like a guest staying at the resort.  We did this because they do charge for parking, a 
higher amount, and if you aren't staying at the resort then it has no in and out privileges so you pay 
each time.  So the pass it a great savings.  That would be the only cost if you did not stay on prop-
erty.  
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Gaylord Texan Resort 
& Convention Center 
1501 Gaylord Trail 
Grapevine, TX 76051 
Phone: 1-877-491-5138 
Group Code: GWR Rates: 

$159 single/double; 
$179 triple; 
$199 quad* 

 
Reservations accepted beginning August 
31, 2016 
* Single, Double, Triple & Quad refer to 
the number of occupants in a room, not 
bed type 
 
Arrive on Tuesday 29 August to see the 
Couple of The Year Selection 
Starting at 1:00 ending 5:00 
Grapevine welcome party 6:00 to 9:00 

Courtyard by Marriott OR  
TownePlace Suites by Marriott  
(TWO HOTELS UNDER ONE ROOF)  

2200 Bass Pro Court  
Grapevine, TX 76051  
Phone: 1-888-236-2427  
Group Code: GWA  

Rates: $135 single/double/triple/quad  
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This year at Wing Ding there will be an ITCP training offered.  If you 
are interested please note the directions above and send a note to 
Clara Bold (GWRRA Director of Training).  Mind you the class size is 
limited, so if you are interested please act SOON. 
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Order your Texas Trifecta Pin Today! 
 

Only $5.00 
 

Will be available at the Registration Desk at Wing Ding. 

 
 
Send check payable to GWRRA Region H Name: ___________________________________________ 

Mail check and this form to:   Address: _________________________________________ 

 Ed Nahl    City, State, Zip _____________________, ____ _________ 

 517 Golden Oaks Dr.   Chapter Affiliation _________ 

 Norman, OK 73072   Quantity/Amount Enclosed __________ $____________ 

 

If you don’t make it to Wing Ding we will get them to you! 
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Texas Chapter Page 
Send your Chapter Story 

It might get published 

Chapter K2 Parade Report 
 
Our chapter is constantly on the move.  
This was First Parade of the new rebirth of 
Texas K-2 County Wings.  It was so excit-
ing to me, when I was approached by City 
of Castroville and ask if we can ride in 
2017 Fourth of July Parade. Our members 
that rode in Parade were Michael and Pat 
Directors (red  Goldwing 1500 with rocket 
on trailer), Donna Wilson, Educator Most 
Colorful (Can Am Spider), Richard & 
Esther Flack, Treasures, Best Dressed 
(Red Goldwing 1800 Trike), Jesse & Gina 
Martinez Most Patriotic (white Goldwing 
1800), Robert Yanez and Aurora Dietrich 
Most Original  (silver Goldwing 1800), 
John & Donna Camacho Best Trike (Blue 
Goldwing 1800 Trike) and John & Mary 
Diaz Most Comfortable (red Goldwing 
1500 with rumble seat in trailer).   
 
Our chapter members really put a lot of ef-
fort into dressing up their bikes and trailers.  
We won First Place in our Division. Can’t 
wait till our next parade.  Way to go Chap-
ter K2!  We hope to see y’all at our 2nd An-
nual County Rally in Castroville, Texas on 
Oct. 14, 2017.  For information, please visit 
our website at  www.gwrrak2.com.  
Thanks. 
 
Michael Pineda (aka) Shrimpman 
GWRRA Director Tx-K2 
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Editors Puzzle Page August 2017 
See the answer to July puzzle below 

Down 

ACROSS 
1. Leisure 
5. Foe 
10. Expresses relief 
14. Bit of gossip 
15. Confederate States 
16. Greek letter 
17. Excessive desire for wealth 
19. A neutral color 
20. Pelvis 
21. Overweight 
22. Blots 
23. Braided cords 
25. Rituals 
27. Fury 
28. Poetic rhythms 
31. Mends 
34. Arm joint 
35. Lyric poem 
36. Quaint outburst 
37. Peal 
38. Type of sword 
39. Barbie's beau 
40. Blooper 
41. Make improvements 
42. Type of onion plant 
44. 3 in Roman numerals 
45. Not inner 
46. Unclothe 
50. Deservedly receives 
52. Cut 
54. 12 in Roman numerals 
55. Kiss 
56. A young fish 
58. Not sweet 
59. Go in 
60. Astringent 
61. Not difficult 
62. Excrete 
63. Plateau  1. One more than seven 

2. Courtyards 
3. Oozes 
4. An uncle 
5. Comestible 
6. 9 9 9 9 
7. X X X X 
8. Woeful 
9. Aye 
10. A pen for swine 
11. Zodiacal prediction 
12. French for "State" 
13. Methods  

18. People who accomplish 
22. Goulash 
24. A region of SE Pakistan 
26. False god 
28. Chin indentation 
29. Biblical garden 
30. Sow 
31. Apollo astronaut Slayton 

32. How old we are 
33. Resentful  

34. Imposing 
37. Cabbagelike vegetable 
38. Arab chieftain  

40. Handguns 
41. Duck down 
43. Famished 
44. Flip 
46. Prods 
47. Banish 
48. Nasal passage 
49. Greek letter 
50. Anagram of "Sees" 
51. Dwarf buffalo 
53. Blind (poker) 
56. Charge 
57. Flee  
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If you have an article, news, or other 
item of interest that you would like to 
be included in this newsletter, please 
e-mail it to NLE@gwrra-tx.org by the 
25th of the month 

Save the Date  (Passport Events) 
======================================== 

Wing Ding 
Aug 29—Sep 2, 2017 

Grapevine Texas 
======================================== 

Oklahoma District Rally 
Sep 28-30, 2017 
Muskogee OK 

======================================== 
Texas T-Fest Rally 

October 7, 2017 
Harker Heights TX 

======================================== 
Texas K2 Rally 

October 14, 2017 
Castroville TX 

======================================== 
Texas H Rally 

October 21, 2017 
Raymond Russell Park 

San Antonio TX 

======================================== 

TTHANKHANK  YOUYOU  TOTO  THETHE  
TTEXASEXAS    

DDISTRICTISTRICT M MAJORAJOR  
SSPONSORPONSOR  

 
from Readers Digest One liners 

 
If people say they just love the smell of books, 
I always want to pull them aside and ask, To 
be clear, do you know how reading works  
 
I’m writing my book in fifth person, so  every 
sentence starts out with: “I heard from this guy 
who told somebody …”  
 
How many blondes does it take to screw in a 
Light bulb?  Need to know ASAP.  
 
To avoid taking down my Christmas lights, I’m 
turning my house into an Italian restaurant.  
 
A Canadian psychologist is  selling a video 
that teaches you how to test your dog’s IQ. 
Here’s how it works: If you spend $12.99 for 
the video, your dog is smarter than you.  
 
We’ve begun to long for the pitter-patter of lit-
tle feet, so we bought a dog. It’s cheaper, and 
you get more feet.  
 
Why do dogs always race to the door when 
the doorbell rings? It’s hardly ever for them.  
 
The Complete Law and Order boxed set is 
now available for only $300. The perfect gift 
for someone unaware of the existence of USA 
Network.  


